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 Programme Module Descriptor for

Construction Skills 
leading to

Level 3 QQI Component: Construction Skills 3N0882
Please note the following prior to using this programme module descriptor:

· This programme module is part of an overall programme called Essential Skills which leads to the Level 3 QQI Certificate in General Learning 3M0874
· Construction Skills is an optional programme module for Learners wishing to achieve the Level 3 QQI Certificate in General Learning

· Upon successful completion of this programme module a Learner will achieve 10 credits towards the Level 3 QQI Certificate in General Learning

· A Learner needs to achieve a minimum of 60 credits to achieve the Level 3 QQI Certificate in General Learning

· Teachers/Tutors should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETB’ programme descriptor for Essential Skills prior to delivering this programme module

· In delivering this programme module Teachers/Tutors will deliver class content in line with the Indicative Content included in this programme module

· In assessing Learners, Teachers/Tutors will assess according to the information included in this programme module

· Where overlap is identified between the content of this programme module and one or more other programme module(s), Teachers/Tutors are encouraged by Laois and Offaly ETB to integrate the delivery of this content

· Where there is an opportunity to facilitate Learners to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module, Teachers/Tutors are encouraged by Laois and Offaly ETB to integrate assessment.

	Programme Module
	Award 

	Title of Programme Module
Construction Skills
	Component Name and Code 
Level 3 Construction Skills 3N0882

	Duration in Hours of Programme Module
100 Hours 
	Award Type
Minor

	Status of Programme Module
Optional
	Credit Value
10 Credits

	Special Requirements
None

	Aims and Objectives of the Programme Module
This programme module aims to equip the learner with the knowledge, skills and competence to use a range of tools, equipment, terminology and drawings, associated with the construction industry, correctly and safely under supervision 

Objectives:
· Understand the career options associated with the construction sector

· Gain a basic understanding of brickwork, brick types, mortar mixes and bonding

· Develop practical skills in woodwork, brick working, construction of stud partitions, fixing skirting and timber trimmings, painting, hanging wallpaper, and hanging a central heating radiator.
· Understand and apply appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene practices to safeguard against accidents and hazards
· Develop teamwork skills

	Learning Outcomes of Level 3 Construction Skills 3N0882
Learners will be able to:
1. List the tools, materials and equipment required to perform a limited range of construction skills under supervision
2. Maintain tools and equipment correctly
3. Identify construction career opportunities and their entry requirements 
4. Describe the process for constructing a brickwork panel, taking account of brick types, mortar mixes and bonding
5. Construct a wood work project such as a work stool, or wall or floor mounted shelf unit, from partly pre-prepared material according to a given drawing
6. Complete a stud partition framework according to a given drawing, to include construction of a stud partition, erection of the partition, and dry lining the partition on one surface with joints taped and filled 
7. Fix skirting and other timber trimmings according to a given drawing
8. Decorate wall surfaces and timber trimmings according to a given drawing, to include painting and hanging wall paper 
9. Hang a central heating radiator to include fitting and fixing pre-formed and cut pipework according to a given drawing
10. Apply the appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene procedures when working in a construction environment.
11. Demonstrate the application of communications, team working and quality awareness in a construction environment

	Indicative Content
1. List the tools, materials and equipment required to perform a limited range of construction skills under supervision
· List the tools required to complete a number of construction projects
· Select and use the correct tools, materials and equipment under supervision 
2. Maintain tools and equipment correctly
· Ensure that tools are cleaned after use

· Return tools to correct storage area(s)

· Dispose of waste appropriately and safely

· Keep work areas clean and tidy
3. Identify construction career opportunities and their entry requirements
· Identify the career opportunities that are available in the construction industry

· Identify the key members that make up the design and construction team 

· List the roles and responsibilities of a number of specific careers

· Identify the entry qualifications required for a number of careers

· Carpenter, Electrician , Plasterer, Brick Layer, General Labourer

· Architect, Quantity Surveyor, Project Manager, Contracts Manager, 

· Engineer, Clerk of Works, Site Agent, Sub Contractor

4. Describe the process for constructing a brickwork panel, taking account of brick types, mortar mixes and bonding
· Read bricklaying drawings

· Calculate the number of bricks needed to construct the panel

· Organise the workplace

· Mix and spread mortar for the  brickwork 

· Build the brickwork

· Ensure brickwork is level

5. Construct a wood work project such as a work stool, or wall or floor mounted shelf unit, from partly pre-prepared material according to a given drawing
· Read woodwork drawing

· Make a cutting list for the project

· Use various measuring and marking tools to mark out the components

· Cut wood to required size using various saws (Chop saw/jig saw)

· Install and secure various bits, blades, belts and guides when constructing the project

· Assemble the project

· Operate a sander

· Varnish the finished piece
6. Complete a stud partition framework according to a given drawing, to include construction of a stud partition, erection of the partition, and dry lining the partition on one surface with joints taped and filled
· Read the stud partition erection drawing

· Make a cutting list for the project

· Read, set and use various measuring and marking tools to mark out component pieces

· Cut wood to required size using various saws

· Prepare project for assembly

· Assemble project using fixings and screws

· Measure, cut and insert insulation between stud partition

· Measure, mark and cut dry lining slabs

· Fix plasterboards to stud partition

· Fill, tape and finish joints

7. Fix skirting and other timber trimmings according to a given drawing 
· Read skirting board and dado rail erection drawings

· Measure and cut skirting to required length

· Measure and cut dado rail to required length

· Secure skirting and dado rail

8. Decorate wall surfaces and timber trimmings according to a given drawing, to include painting and hanging wall paper
· Inspect the wall surfaces for cracks, holes and loose plaster

· Prepare the wall for painting, by applying filler to any damaged surface

· Cut in paint at skirting and dado rail

· Apply paint
· Prepare the skirting and dado rail for varnishing

· Varnish the timber trimmings 

· Prepare the wall for wallpapering by sealing plasterboard and applying filler to any damaged surface

· Mark out the wall

· Measure and cut the wallpaper

· Paste and hang wallpaper

9 Hang a central heating radiator, to include fitting and fixing pre-formed and cut pipework according to a given drawing
· Read the drawing and instruction for erecting a radiator

· Mark out for a radiator

· Position and secure radiator on wall

· Isolate the water flow

· Connect the pipework to the radiator

· Reconnect the water flow

· Bleed the system

10. Apply the appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene procedures when working in a construction environment 
· Take precautions to safeguard against accidents and hazards

· Use, handle and/or store materials and equipment safely/ according to regulations

· Use and wear safety equipment / clothing, if required

· Apply work hygiene practices as per construction industry regulations

· Apply personal hygiene practices

· Maintain a clean and tidy personal appearance

11. Demonstrate the application of communications, team working and quality awareness in a construction environment
· Work with other members of a team to achieve common aims

· Follow instructions and work to agreed deadlines

· Carry out different responsibilities during team exercises

· Take personal responsibility

· Reflect on personal experience of team work




Assessment - General Information – Construction Skills 3N0882
The Assessor is required to devise assessment briefs for the Skills Demonstrations.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the Learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of ALL learning outcomes.

	Mapping Each Learning Outcomes to an Assessment Technique

	Learning Outcome Number 
	Assessment Technique

	1. List the tools, materials and equipment required to perform a limited range of construction skills under supervision
	Skills Demonstration 

	2. Maintain tools and equipment correctly
	Skills Demonstration

	3. Identify construction career opportunities and their entry requirements
	Skills Demonstration

	4. Describe the process for constructing a brickwork panel, taking account of brick types, mortar mixes and bonding
	Skills Demonstration

	5. Construct a wood work project such as a work stool, or wall or floor mounted shelf unit, from partly pre-prepared material according to a given drawing
	Skills Demonstration

	6. Complete a stud partition framework according to a given drawing, to include construction of a stud partition, erection of the partition, and dry lining the partition on one surface with joints taped and filled 
	Skills Demonstration

	7. Fix skirting and other timber trimmings according to a given drawing
	Skills Demonstration

	8. Decorate wall surfaces and timber trimmings according to a given drawing, to include painting and hanging wall paper 
	Skills Demonstration

	9. Hang a central heating radiator to include fitting and fixing pre-formed and cut pipework according to a given drawing
	Skills Demonstration

	10. Apply the appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene procedures when working in a construction environment
	Skills Demonstration

	11. Demonstrate the application of communications, team working and quality awareness in a construction environment
	Skills Demonstration



Grading
At Level 3 a Learner is graded as Successful or Referred. 
Successful means that ALL the learning outcomes from the Component Specification have been demonstrated to an appropriate standard in the Learner’s portfolio of assessment.

Referred means that the portfolio of assessment needs further work by the Learner before s/he can demonstrate the standard and achieve certification from QQI.

Specific Information Relating to the Assessment Techniques

The Assessor is required to devise assessment briefs for the Skills Demonstrations.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the Learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of ALL learning outcomes.

	Skills Demonstration
	100%

	The learner will complete one or more skills demonstrations at appropriate intervals during the course of the programme module

	
In completing the skills demonstrations, the learner will demonstrate the appropriate application of health, safety and personal hygiene procedures at all times when working on the construction site, and when using materials and tools.

The learner will construct a number of projects based on the sketches and/or drawings provided by the assessor.  

When carrying out the skills demonstrations, the learner should demonstrate the following:

· The ability to use correct language and terminology to describe the tools and equipment being used, and the process being followed, at all times.

· The capacity to maintain tools and equipment correctly.

· The ability to apply a range of construction skills, according to given drawings and/or instructions.

Evidence of the skills demonstration must include the completed construction projects.  Additional support evidence should be included, and may be in the form of videos, photographs, audios, storyboards, maps and plans, charts, work sheets, diagrams, and reflective journals etc.

Other appropriate evidence in written, oral, graphic, audio or visual form may be included.

All instructions for the leaner should be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.



	Construction Skills 3N0882
	Learner Marking Sheet


Learner’s Name: ______________________________________________

	Learning Outcome

Learners will be able to:
	Assessment Criteria

Evidence of the following is included in the assessment portfolio:
	Evidence 
Please indicate clearly where evidence is to be found (eg “Section 4 of Portfolio”)

	1. List the tools, materials and equipment required to perform a limited range of construction skills under supervision
	List and/or select the tools required to complete a number of construction projects
	

	2. Maintain tools and equipment correctly
	Ensure that all tools and equipment are maintained and stored safely and correctly
	

	3. Identify construction career opportunities and their entry requirements
	Describe the various career opportunities available within the construction sector, to include key employment types
	

	4. Describe the process for constructing a brickwork panel, taking account of brick types, mortar mixes and bonding
	Construct  a brickwork panel, to industry standard
	

	5. Construct a wood work project such as a work stool, or wall or floor mounted shelf unit, from partly pre-prepared material according to a given drawing
	Complete a woodwork project to a given specification
	

	6. Complete a stud partition framework according to a given drawing to include construction of a stud partition, erection of the partition, and dry lining the partition on one surface with joints taped and filled
	Use the relevant tools, materials and equipment to construct a stud partition, and dry line with joints taped and filled to industry standards
	

	7. Fix skirting and other timber trimmings according to a given drawing
	Fix skirting boards and dado rails to a given specification
	

	8. Decorate wall surfaces and timber trimmings according to a given drawing, to include painting and hanging wall paper
	Inspect wall surfaces, and prepare for painting and wallpapering

Apply paint to walls and timber trimmings.
Hang wallpaper
	

	9. Hang a central heating radiator to include fitting and fixing pre-formed and cut pipework according to a given drawing
	Hang a central heating radiator, with all fittings and pipe work, according to a given drawing
	

	10. Apply the appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene procedures when working in a construction environment
	Operate safely and effectively when working in a construction environment
Maintain appropriate personal and workplace hygiene standards when working in a construction environment
	

	11. Demonstrate the application of communications, team working and quality awareness in a construction environment
	Work with other members of a team to achieve common aims

Carry out different responsibilities during team exercises

Reflect on personal experience of team work
	


The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work
of the named learner and that the result recorded here has been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ..................................................................   Date: ...............................
Doc No: 3N0882-02
Effective Date: 1st September 2020 
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